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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

AGENDA  
 

eeting Date:    February 14, 2006    Item Number:   M 
 
Subject:  
 
Public Hearing to Consider Proposed Amendments to Water Quality 
Ordinances in the Upper Swift Creek Watershed 
 
County Administrator's Comments: 
 
County Administrator:_____________________________________                                                       

                                                               
Board Action Requested: 
 
The Board of Supervisors is requested to adopt the attached amendments to the 
County Code, which relate to water quality in the Upper Swift Creek Watershed  
 
Executive Summary:
 
At the December 12, 2006 meeting, the Board held a public hearing to consider 
the adoption of amendments to the water quality ordinances affecting the 
Upper Swift Creek Watershed.  After hearing from a number of speakers, the 
Board deferred the public hearing until March 14, 2007.  At the January 10, 
2007 meeting, the Board accelerated the date for the deferred public hearing, 
and directed staff to re-advertise a public hearing on the proposed water 
quality amendments for the Upper Swift Creek Watershed for the evening of 
February 14, 2007. 
 
In October of 2000, the Board of Supervisors adopted the Watershed Management 
Master Plan and Maintenance Program for the Swift Creek Reservoir Watershed 
(“Master Plan”). The Master Plan included the construction of a system of 
retention ponds located in perennial and intermittent streams, enhanced 
floodplains, riparian wetlands, riparian corridor management areas and stream 
restoration projects. All of these facilities are called Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) which serve to filter pollutants out of stormwater runoff. 
 
The goal of the plan is to ensure that pollutants from existing and new 
development are reduced in order to minimize the number and severity of algal 
blooms and other water quality problems in the reservoir. 
 
Preparer: Richard M. McElfish        Title:  Director, Environmental Engineering  
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The county has been advised by regulatory agencies that the in-line (on 
flowing streams) regional BMP pond component of the Master Plan may not 
receive permitting and any future regional facilities should require off-line 
(not on-flowing streams) construction. 
 
An explanatory summary and the proposed amendments are attached for your 
consideration. At the October 17, 2006, Chesterfield Planning Commission 
meeting, the Commission recommended approval of the attached proposed 
amendments. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends that after holding the scheduled public hearing, the Board 
approve the recommended ordinance amendments as proposed by the Staff. 
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Summary of Proposed Amendments: 
 
Districts: Midlothian, Clover Hill and Matoaca - The Watershed consists of all land in the county located 

upstream of the Swift Creek Reservoir Dam.  For land that is included in the Watershed, the proposed 
amendments would address the following matters: 

 
• Sec. 8-8.  Responsibility for the erosion and sediment control plan.  The proposed amendment requires 

sediment basins for single-family subdivisions to remain in place and fully stabilized until such time as 
pollutant (“Pollutants”) removal requirements have been satisfied. 

 
• Sec. 12-71. Sec. 12-72, Sec. 12-73, Sec. 12-74, and Sec. 12-75 The proposed amendments repeal the 

requirement to use Regional Ponds and related measures ("Regional BMP Program") to control the volume 
and quality of storm water runoff and pollutants generated by new development in the Watershed, including 
requirements for landowners to pay the pro-rata share of the cost to construct the Regional Ponds and related 
measures. 

 
• Sec. 19-58.  Floodplain regulations.   The proposed amendment prohibits certain clearing and development 

activity within 100-year flood plains when the contributing drainage area exceeds 100 acres in size, but 
allow approved proper woodlot management practices as an exception to that prohibition. 

 
• Sec. 19-232.  Resource protection area regulations.  The proposed amendment removes various references 

from the Zoning Ordinance that require consistency with the "Watershed Management Plan for the Swift 
Creek Reservoir". 

 
• Sec. 19-233.  General performance criteria. The proposed amendment requires a bond, letter of credit as 

approved by the county attorney or cash escrow in the amount of $1,500 per impervious acre for 
maintenance of BMPs in commercial development. 

 
• Sec. 19-237.  Upper Swift Creek Watershed. and Sec. 19-238.  Development regulations.  The proposed 

amendments require on-site Best Management Practices ("BMPs"), including on-site ponds and/or other 
measures, to control Pollutants, and allow mitigation measures such as retrofitting BMPs, stream or buffer 
enhancements, conservation easements, credits, etc. to address Pollutants if on-site BMPs are not sufficient 
to achieve the required Pollutant control, provided that such measures are approved by the County.  The 
amendments would also require vested property owners to pay a pro-rata share equal to that which would 
have been paid under the Regional BMP Program. If the owner declines to achieve Pollutant control on-site, 
pro-rata share funds would be used by the County to achieve Pollutant mitigation measures. 

 
• Sec. 19-238.5.  Boundary adjustments. The proposed amendment allows boundary adjustments to 

Resource Protection Areas in the Watershed. 
 

• Sec. 19-240. Exceptions.  The proposed amendment eliminates the process for granting exceptions to 
the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance relating to the Watershed.



  

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 


